
  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed. Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, 
Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
                        Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey      
                        Nancy Miller                 Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill      
                        Blanche Palmer            Kathy Newkirk      Anne & Malcolm Perry 

    

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Jim and Marilyn Marble 

Nancy Miller 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Gene Hartsfield, friend of Pat Hill’s has Hodgkin's disease. 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 

- Cuthbert Presbyterian Church - (Elder Tom McFarland has been preaching and 
leading worship at Cuthbert and we want to lift both Cuthbert and Tom in prayer!) 

 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide  

Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram 

Work’s Cited 
 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 

                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 
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“The Ascension of Christ” 

By Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijn (1606-1669) 
Oil on canvas painted in 1636. Commissioned by Frederick Henry, Prince of Orange (1584-1647) 

 
 

The Epistle lesson continues in Ephesians with 4:1-16. The author,  
purporting to be Paul writing from prison, begins the second half of the 

letter with an ancient creed of unity in Christ: “one body, one Spirit, one 
hope, one Lord, one faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
above all and through all and in all.” The writer shifts from the unity of 
all to the diversity within the body, through the gift of God’s grace—we 
all have different gifts for ministry. The author calls for the believers to 

grow into maturity and to come into the unity of faith, “seeking the truth 
in love” within the body of Christ. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Henry,_Prince_of_Orange


Sunday, August 1, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 

Prayer to prepare our hearts for worship 
One body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 
all, who is above all and through all and in all, take this patchwork collection of persons 
and quilt together your church. Like old pieces of cloth, take these words and songs and 
prayers, take our thoughts and inner hungers, and join them all together into a new and 

living fabric—the purpose of which is to cover and color your world (or at least our  
corner of it) with grace and love. In Christ. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                        (from John 6:35) 
Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. 
“Whoever comes to me will never be hungry.” 
Whoever comes to Christ will never be thirsty. 

“Lord, give us this bread, always.” 
May we come to God with hungry hearts; 
May we come to Jesus with thirsty souls. 
May we find fulfillment in the body of Christ; 

May we worship God, knowing the fullness of God’s love for us. 
 
                               
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #35, insert)...................................................................................... 
“Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

JULY/AUGUST 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR   
 

- CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - On Sunday, August 1st our church will have a 
Congregational Meeting following 11:00am worship for the purpose of the nominating  
committee presenting their slate of nominees to the congregation. The Nominating 
Committee has finished its good work and would like to present their nominees for 
the session class of 2024: Tom Collins, Carrie Hawkins and Sharon McFarland. We 
look forward to all church members staying after worship on Sunday, August 1st for 
this important congregational meeting!  
 

SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2021 (rotating off)              Class of 2022                    Class of 2023 

Russ Childers                                      Jim Buffaloe                      Meda Krenson 

Emily Collins                                       Cynthia Richmond           Sharon Parks 

Darryl Hawkins (clerk)                      Earl Williams                     Joy Thompson 
 
 

- GSW PRES HOUSE - on Friday, July 9th several GSW Pres House board members will 
be painting and preparing the campus ministry house for the upcoming semester!  
 
 

- VACATION DAYS: 
- Kerstin Cherrbboneau  vacation days Saturday, July 10th,  Thursday, July 29th-
Tuesday August 2nd 
- Marcia Seymour vacation day Tuesday, July 13th 
- Pastor Sommer vacation days Tuesday, July 27th and Friday, July 30th 
 
 

- FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY MEETING = The next FRP presbytery meeting will be  
in-person on Saturday, August 7th at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Albany,  
Georgia. The elder commissioner is Meda Krenson   
 

- RISE AGAINST HUNGER = Sunday, October 3rd, 2021 at 2:00pm. Our congregation 
will host the Presbytery mission event Rise Against Hunger.  
 

- SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE = on Saturday, October 23, 2021 a  
memorial service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of Schley  
Gatewood. Time is TBD.  
 

 

  



 

 Unity over Justice? 
Unity over holiness? 
Any disunity is evidence that the church is immature. 

Careful though, because it is easy to see others as causing the disu-
nity, and they are immature. 

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
 Clergy must take some blame for allowing the roles of apostle, prophet, evangelist, 
pastor, and teacher all into the one professional leader - or at some churches a multi
-staff operation of trained professionals. The Clergy Guild at the same time  
laments that lay people aren’t more of these roles, but also have helped create a 
system in which the professionals are rewarded for doing these things, but we are to 
“equip the saints.” for this ministry, not simply keep it to ourselves.  

Clergy must be identifying leaders. 

Equipping and encouraging them. 
Relinquishing power. 

 Giving keys to others, especially young people (Kara Powell) People cannot 
 become mature adults unless those who are mature help them become inde
 pendent. 

The kind of growth Paul is describing is hard to measure and quantify. It will not 
show up in your tally of “Professions of Faith.” You’re not going to get recognition 
or awards or speaking engagements or book deals for helping people move to ma-
turity. Again, going to Parker Palmer’s book, when asked by a younger person about 
the struggle to find vocation in order to achieve great things, part of his response is: 
“I never saw my vocational journey in terms of ‘achieving great things.’ I saw it then 
as I see it now: a series of probes into my gifts and the needs of the world, trying to 
discover where they might intersect. Some of those probes took me to light, and 
others took me into dark places.” ( On the Brink of Everything , p. 40) 

What if this is how we saw great churches. They are the ones willing to 
make a series of probes into their gifts and the needs of their community. 
Some will work and give life, others may not, and need to be pruned. This 
takes a constant task of understanding your church and your context. It may 
not feel like doing “great things,” or achieving “measurable effectiveness,” 
but as Palmer says later: “The standard should be ‘faithfulness.’ Faithfulness 
to the needs of the world, and to the offering of your gifts… The tighter we 
cling to the norm of effectiveness, the smaller the tasks we’ll take on, be-
cause they are the only ones that get short-term results.” 

 

 

 

 

https://amzn.to/2NZAd9g
https://amzn.to/2LmUbfD


PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Jesus said, as quoted in Matthew 5:6, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled.” Blessed are you when you seek the right ways of 
God; blessed are you when you pursue justice. You are forgiven, loved and restored on 
this journey of faith. May we go into the reading of scripture and proclamation of the 
word with full hearts, wise minds, and the spirit of God in you, to love and forgive and 

bring healing to our broken world. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE Ephesians 4: 1-16                Common English Bible 
 

Unity of the body of Christ  
Therefore, as a prisoner for the Lord, I encourage you to live as people worthy of the 
call you received from God. 2 Conduct yourselves with all humility, gentleness, and  
patience. Accept each other with love, 3 and make an effort to preserve the unity of 
the Spirit with the peace that ties you together. 4 You are one body and one spirit, just 
as God also called you in one hope. 5 There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 and 
one God and Father of all, who is over all, through all, and in all. 
 

7 God has given his grace to each one of us measured out by the gift that is given by 
Christ. 8 That’s why scripture says, When he climbed up to the heights, he captured 
prisoners, and he gave gifts to people. 9 What does the phrase “he climbed up” mean if 
it doesn’t mean that he had first gone down into the lower regions, the earth? 10 The 
one who went down is the same one who climbed up above all the heavens so that he 
might fill everything. 
 

11 He gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers. 12 His purpose was to equip God’s people for the work of serving and  
building up the body of Christ 13 until we all reach the unity of faith and knowledge of 
God’s Son. God’s goal is for us to become mature adults—to be fully grown, measured 
by the standard of the fullness of Christ. 14 As a result, we aren’t supposed to be  
infants any longer who can be tossed and blown around by every wind that comes 
from teaching with deceitful scheming and the tricks people play to deliberately  
mislead others. 15 Instead, by speaking the truth with love, let’s grow in every way into 
Christ, 16 who is the head. The whole body grows from him, as it is joined and held  
together by all the supporting ligaments. The body makes itself grow in that it builds  
itself up with love as each one does its part. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  

 “Two problems that seem to always plague the church concern the nature of 
its leadership and the elusive character of Christian unity. In this lection, the 
author skillfully weaves together these two significant themes in terms of 
Christian vocation and the oneness of the body of Christ.” (Beverly Gaventa, 
Texts for Preaching, Year B . p. 453) 

 Living within God’s victory means something. This begins the “So what?” sec-
tion of Paul’s letter. 
 V. 1-10 Live as a people worthy of the call… 

 Live right - gentleness, humility, and patience 

 Accept each other 
 Jesus went down so that he might bring everyone up 

“They go low, we go high.” 
He went low so that all could be brought up. 
No one is ‘above’ getting dirty if Jesus was willing to. 

 Common “calledness” of all believers. God calls us all to a life of whole-
ness. 
 V. 11-16 God gave us work to do… 

Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers  
All related, but slightly different. 
Much could be made of these five roles. Unfortunately, the Church 

seems to have rolled all of these into one - Ordained, Professional Cler-
gy. 

 Equip the saints… until we all reach the unity of faith and knowledge of God’s 
Son. 

I think Paul would resonate with Park Palmer’s quote in his newest 
book On the Brink of Everything , “Wholeness does not mean perfec-
tion -- it means embracing brokenness as an integral part of life.” and 
this, “Peace comes when I understand that I am ‘only one thing among 
many.” 
Growth is the goal of Christian faith. 
God wants us to mature - to move somewhere, to grow. This is not 
about ecstatic conversion and enthusiastic experience. This is about a 
life of moving toward God - sanctifying grace over time. 

 An integral part of ‘building up’ the church, of course, is bringing about and 
maintaining its unity. 

https://amzn.to/2uAlc5Y
https://amzn.to/2LmUbfD


 

 

 

 

Bible Study on Ephesians 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptismal Font in the church of Frederikshavn, northern Denmark 
Picture taken by Matthias Schalk 

 

E P H E S I A N S  4 : 1 - 1 6  
 
I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  
 “Therefore” pushes us to review last week. Paul is making a statement here 
based on what came before. 

 V. 20-21 “Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all we could ask or 
imagine by his power and work within us; glory to him in the church and in 
Christ Jesus for all generations, forever and always. Amen.” 

 Now, after the therefore, is the action: 

 “Our actions are to be godly and that we are to ‘walk worthy of the call-
ing’. To walk worthy defines the type of life we are to live so as to please and 
honor God for we are chosen to do good works. That is God ’s calling, and our 
calling is to uphold god’s laws. God desires faithfulness and obedi-
ence.” ( Abingdon Preaching Annual, 2018 , 2018, p. 103) 

*HYMN (Glory to God #519)………………………………………...………….……………………......……... 
“You Are My Strength When I Am Weak” 

 

        

 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=ephesians+4:1-16&t=ceb&t2=nrs
https://amzn.to/2LmGTQC


 

 

 

MESSAGE.......................................................................…............. Pastor Sommer Bower 
“Profoundly Earthed” 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
We give you thanks, O God, for the life and knowledge which you have made known to 

us through your Son Jesus; yours is the glory for ever and ever. As the grain once 
scattered in the fields and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside are now united on 

this table in bread and wine, so, Lord, may your whole church soon be gathered  
together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom; May our gifts multiply and bring 

you glory, for yours is the glory and power, through Jesus Christ, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
*HYMN (Glory to God #767, insert)………………………………….……...…………...……….…...…….... 

"Together We Serve”  
(verse 1&2)  

 
COMMUNION  

We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith. The  
communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance.  

You are invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will 
bring elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to  

participate in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and  
thanksgiving to God for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the living  

presence of Jesus, crucified and risen.  

 

 

 

 



*BENEDICTION  

 
 

 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #318, insert).................................................................................. 
“In Christ There is No East or West” 

(verse 1&2)  
 
 

*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...………...........................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING FOLLOWING WORSHIP 
All church members are invited to remain after worship for a congregational meeting. 

The nominating committee will be presenting their slate to the congregation  
(Tom Collins, Carrie Hawkins and Sharon McFarland) and nominations from the floor 

will be accepted. All nominations are for the session class of 2024.  

 
 
 

Church of Scotland Prayer of Commitment 
 

Take us from where we are, to where you want us to be; 
make us not merely guardians of a heritage, 

but living signs of  your coming Kingdom; 
fire us with passion for justice and peace between all people; 

fill us with that faith, hope and love which embody the 
 Gospel; and through the power of the Holy Spirit make us one. 

 
That the world may believe,  

that your name may be enthroned in our nation, 
that your church may more effectively be your body, 

we commit ourselves to love you, serve you, 
and follow you as pilgrims not strangers. 

 
 

— from the Inaugural Service of Action of Churches Together in Scotland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


